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CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY 
WITH RESPECT TO SYRIA 

MESSAGE 

FROM 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
TRANSMITTING 

NOTIFICATION THAT THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT 
TO SYRIA, ORIGINALLY DECLARED ON MAY 11, 2004, BY EXECU-
TIVE ORDER 13338, IS TO CONTINUE IN EFFECT BEYOND MAY 
11, 2010, PURSUANT TO 50 U.S.C. 1622(d) 

MAY 5, 2010.—Message and accompanying papers referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs and ordered to be printed 
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(1) 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 

1622(d), provides for the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency, unless, prior to the anniversary date of its declaration, the 
President publishes in the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is to continue in ef-
fect beyond the anniversary date. In accordance with this provision, 
I have sent to the Federal Register for publication the enclosed no-
tice stating that the national emergency with respect to the actions 
of the Government of Syria declared in Executive Order 13338 of 
May 11, 2004, and relied upon for additional steps taken in Execu-
tive Order 13399 of April 25, 2006, and Executive Order 13460 of 
February 13, 2008, is to continue in effect beyond May 11, 2010. 

While the Syrian government has made some progress in sup-
pressing foreign fighter networks infiltrating suicide bombers into 
Iraq, its actions and policies, including continuing support for ter-
rorist organizations and pursuit of weapons of mass destruction 
and missile programs, pose a continuing unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the national security, foreign policy, and economy of the 
United States. For these reasons, I have determined that it is nec-
essary to continue in effect the national emergency declared with 
respect to this threat and to maintain in force the sanctions to ad-
dress this national emergency. As we have communicated to the 
Syrian government directly, Syrian actions will determine whether 
this national emergency is renewed or terminated in the future. 

BARACK OBAMA. 
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 3, 2010. 
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(3) 

NOTICE 

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO 
THE ACTIONS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF SYRIA 

On May 11, 2004, pursuant to his authority under the Interna-
tional Emergency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1701–1706, and 
the Syria Accountability and Lebanese Sovereignty Restoration Act 
of 2003, Public Law 108–175, the President issued Executive Order 
13338, in which he declared a national emergency with respect to 
the actions of the Government of Syria. To deal with this national 
emergency, Executive Order 13338 authorized the blocking of prop-
erty of certain persons and prohibited the exportation or re-expor-
tation of certain goods to Syria. On April 25, 2006, and February 
13, 2008, the President issued Executive Order 13399 and Execu-
tive Order 13460, respectively, to take additional steps with respect 
to this national emergency. 

The President took these actions to deal with the unusual and 
extraordinary threat to the national security, foreign policy, and 
economy of the United States constituted by the actions of the Gov-
ernment of Syria in supporting terrorism, maintaining its then ex-
isting occupation of Lebanon, pursuing weapons of mass destruc-
tion and missile programs, and undermining U.S. and international 
efforts with respect to the stabilization and reconstruction of Iraq. 

While the Syrian government has made some progress in sup-
pressing networks of foreign fighters bound for Iraq, its actions and 
policies, including continuing support for terrorist organizations 
and pursuit of weapons of mass destruction and missile programs, 
continue to pose an unusual and extraordinary threat to the na-
tional security, foreign policy, and economy of the United States. 
As a result, the national emergency declared on May 11, 2004, and 
the measures adopted on that date, on April 25, 2006, in Executive 
Order 13399, and on February 13, 2008, in Executive Order 13460, 
to deal with that emergency must continue in effect beyond May 
11, 2010. Therefore, in accordance with section 202(d) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d), I am continuing for 1 
year the national emergency declared with respect to certain ac-
tions of the Government of Syria. The United States will consider 
changes in the policies and actions of the Government of Syria in 
determining whether to continue or terminate this national emer-
gency in the future and would welcome progress by the Govern-
ment of Syria on these matters. 
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4 

This notice shall be published in the Federal Register and trans-
mitted to the Congress. 

BARACK OBAMA. 
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 3, 2010. 

Æ 
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